
 

 Kingswinford Academy Parent Bulletin 
19th - 23rd October 2020 

Introduction 

           Dear Parent/Carer 

One week to go before our students can have a much needed break! I am very proud of the way students 
have returned to school following their prolonged absences and, whilst this term has not been easy, our 
students have settled into a new routine well and are making some positive learning progress each day. 

Whilst the educational future across the country is somewhat uncertain (because of the shadow of 
Coronavirus), we are expecting that we can continue to operate throughout this year. That being said, it 
remains critical that students attend school every day that they can so that we can, not only make the 
most of every day available, but also recover from the lost time last term. 

With that in mind - there is one last effort before the half term to make sure students can get the most out 
of next week before a chance for us all to rest and relax. 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Tom Macadonald 
Headteacher  
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K’ford goes Digital: iPads for Learning 

 

Video 

As the arrival date of our iPads for Learning project rapidly approaches, we thought we’d share with you a 
little bit more about why this is such an exciting project for the school and our Trust. There is a very short 
video linked to the image above that gives a flavour of the kind of content and activities that we will have 
access to once we go truly digital.  

Whilst the project is launching with Year 7, it is very much our hope to expand this to other year groups in 
the future - a truly exciting opportunity for students at Kingswinford! 

Year 7 parents who have not yet registered for their iPad should follow the links in this letter or contact the 
school to discuss ‘iPads for Learning’ as soon as possible. 

If you require support accessing digital or remote learning activities, or do not have access to the internet 
or a suitable digital device at home, we would like to help. Please contact the school by email with the 
subject heading ‘Chromebook’. 
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https://youtu.be/FlEjcw8s53E
https://youtu.be/FlEjcw8s53E
https://www.kingswinfordacademy.org.uk/assets/downloads/letters-to-parents/KFA-Last-Chance-to-Register-for-an-iPad-1.pdf


 

 

 

E-Safety 
S Fletcher 
 

 

What parents need to know about Tick 
Tock 

Tick Tock is a video-sharing social media 
app that became really popular during lock 
down and has an age restriction of 12 plus. 
Users can upload bite sized looping videos 
of themselves lip syncing and dancing to 
popular music and then add filters or emojis 
and stickers. There are however age 
inappropriate videos and music that is 
flooding the app featuring such things as 
drug and alcohol abuse, self harm and young 
teens engaging in sexually suggestive 
content. 

As a school we have also come across 
students uploading videos that are 
inappropriate and have given consequences 
up to and including fixed term exclusions. 

I have attached a leaflet from the National 
Online Safety which gives safety tips for 
parents so that you are able to safeguard 
your children whilst they are using this app. 
 
  

Y11 Virtual Careers Fair 
J Wilkes 
 

 
We are having a ‘Virtual Careers Fair’ which 
will take place from  22nd October 2020 from 
5pm.  
 
The aim of the Careers Fair will be to provide 
important information for students and their 
parents/carers on current post 16 options.  
 
There will be an introduction video for you to 
watch. You will then have the opportunity to 
look through all the information that providers 
have sent us.  
 
This will include video tours, course details 
and lots of other useful information to help 
you make your careers choices. At the end, 
there will be a final video for you to watch 
where I will suggest some tips and also 
discuss the next steps in your child’s career 
journey at school 
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Year 11 ‘Achieve Excellence’ 
S Wilkinson 
 

 
Following the disruption to education last 
year and changes expected with examination 
format this year, it is more important than 
ever for Year 11 students to use the Mock 
exams coming up as a full practice run for 
the real exams in the Summer. 

To support students in their preparations for 
this we run support sessions each evening 
after school between 3.20pm and 4.00pm 

Students can attend any of these sessions if 
they feel they would benefit by doing 
additional revision work in any subject.  

Some students have been identified as 
requiring additional support to help them 
achieve success next summer and they have 
been requested by their teachers to attend 
sessions.  

The sessions we offer each day are: 

● Monday – additional Maths sessions 
● Tuesday - additional English sessions 
● Wednesday - additional Science 

sessions 

● Thursday - additional Geography, 
History, RE, French and Spanish 
sessions 

● Friday - additional Options subjects 
sessions 

 
Bikes 
J Wilkes 
 

 

Whilst we applaud students (and staff!) who 
choose to cycle to work, we strongly 
encourage all of our community to act safely 
on bikes. We ask parents to support students 
in wearing helmets; using lights and 
reflective clothing; and cycling safely. Key 
amongst this is taking care whilst cycling and 
avoiding cycling on the pavement - 
especially where it is busy. If your child 
cycles too and from school, please discuss 
road safety with them, as we continue to do. 
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Calendar 
 

Week Beginning 19th October 
Week 2 

 

Monday 19th ● LAB meeting 6.00 pm  

Tuesday 20th  

Wednesday 21st  

Thursday 22nd  
● Careers Fair Launch (Virtual) 5:00pm - 7:30pm 

Friday 23rd ● Break Up Half Term 

 
Week Beginning 2nd November 

Week 1 
 

Monday 2nd  ● Year 11 Mocks 2nd November - 13th November 
 

Tuesday 3rd  

Wednesday 4th ● Year 11 Elevate Parent Webinar (draft) 

Thursday 5th  

Friday 6th  

Advance notice 
 

● Assessment Week 16th - 20th November 
● INSET Day 23rd November 
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Dudley Council Covid-19 Guidance 

Given the continued increase in cases of coronavirus across the authority, 
Dudley Council is strongly advising staff, parents/carers and visitors to wear face 
coverings in public areas of school. Some schools are doing this in our 
neighbouring boroughs. 

This means: 

 Parents/carers are asked to wear face coverings: 

● On the school site when dropping off and picking up children 
● If they need to access the main school reception area for any reason 
● If for any reason they need to access a classroom or corridors in school 

 

Staff: 

●  In the playground when parents/carers are dropping off or collecting children (where applicable) 

Other visitors: 

●  When accessing the main reception 
● If they are unable to keep a safe 2 metre distance from other people when working on site 
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Guidance for government rules regarding self isolation  

 

Detailed guidance regarding self isolation periods and households can be found below. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-house
holds-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

Please support us by ensuring that all isolation periods are adhered to and do not allow your child to 
attend school if they have any of the following: 

● A continuous cough 
● High temperature 38c or above 
● Loss of taste or smell 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


 

 

 

Information from Dudley Local Authority 

 

Download Leaflet here 
 

Play your part, protect Dudley borough - help us avoid a local lockdown! 
Staying alert remains critical! 

Got symptoms? 
Get tested. Protect your friends and family. Do not leave home. 

 
Visit nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 for a test. 

Visit Dudley Council's website for more information. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDcuMjY2OTE5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL1VLRFVETEVZTUJDLzIwMjAvMDkvMDMvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNTMzNTI2L0Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzJTIwYW1wbGlmaWNhdGlvbiUyMGxlYWZsZXQucGRmIn0.gK3kO3ANbS-dW-DbqiyZc03hcCF_eWl0VeW8a1cLRbs/s/1049265788/br/83292684542-l


 

 

 

Anyone who has symptoms of coronavirus can get a FREE test.  
If you develop symptoms: new persistent cough, fever or a change in, or loss of, your sense of 
smell or taste - you need to do two things: 
1) You and anyone in your household must immediately self-isolate until you receive the results 
of your test. 
2) You need to order a test immediately. You can do this online at nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119.  
 
If your test is positive you must continue to self-isolate for 10 days from when your symptoms 
started. Anyone in your household must continue to self-isolate for a total of 14 days. If your test 
is negative you and everyone in your household no longer needs to self-isolate. However, if you 
do still feel unwell 
you should remain at home until you feel better. 
Coronavirus hasn’t gone away, we all need to help control the virus and save lives. 
 
 
 

 
• Regular hand washing is still vital 
• Keep a safe distance from others (two metres where 
possible) 
• Continue to limit your contact with other people 
• Wear face coverings to protect yourself and others 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents and carers are encouraged to visit Dudley Council's website for useful back to school 
information and practical guidance. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA5MDcuMjY2OTE5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kdWRsZXkuZ292LnVrL2NvdW5jaWwtY29tbXVuaXR5L2VtZXJnZW5jaWVzL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWFkdmljZS9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1hZHZpY2UtZm9yLXBhcmVudHMtYW5kLWZhbWlsaWVzLyJ9.c692ucXfonAPfE0BoQX1MO3VVg_bJWCTwHojbjCi5go/s/1049265788/br/83292684542-l

