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Introduction

Introduction

 Dear Parent/Carer

As we approach the Christmas break, with the background of COVID-19, I know that there has
been a lot of media attention about term dates and breaking up for Christmas. As a school we have, so
far, been somewhat more fortunate than many other schools (or perhaps our students have been more
cautious) and, whilst there have been a number of instances of COVID-19, we have managed to maintain
our school open for all year groups all through the term. We are determined to ensure that our students
can have as many education days as possible as we know that missed education has an enormous
impact on student outcomes and life chances. Whilst I know that the Christmas period is an important
chance to see family and we are all (staff and students) working hard to keep each other safe, please do
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consider the importance of education and do everything you can to both ensure your child stays safe and
ensure they are able to access their education. Every day in school is valuable in these uncertain times.
I must also ensure that you are aware of two political announcements this week and how that
impacts school life. First - the self isolation period nationally is reducing from 14 days to 10 days from
Monday (including those who were already self isolating) and so if your child was requested to self isolate,
you should receive an email that clarifies when they should return to school.
Second - schools were offered the opportunity to bring forward an INSET day from later in the year
to the 18th of December so that school staff did not have to conduct track and trace activities on
Christmas Eve. As I will be conducting the track and trace activities on that day myself, this will not be
necessary for Kingswinford Academy and we can complete our week of education uninterrupted and
without rescheduling the important Year 11 parents evening or the Awards events and celebrations on
Friday that the students deserve. We will, as usual, be finishing early on Friday with students departing
between 12.30pm and 13.00pm depending on year group (see below).
I know that there is a lot of political confusion regarding COVID at the moment, please trust and
support our school in meeting the guidelines and legal requirements laid down by our government. Whilst
individual parents, students or staff may agree or disagree with political decisions made centrally, we are
bound to follow guidance and statute in this, as in all aspects of school life, and hope that you will support
us in meeting our obligations.
Kind regards

Tom Macadonald
Headteacher
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COVID-19 Update

With one week remaining before the Christmas break, we must all try to support all of our community in
being free to celebrate the Christmas break with our loved ones. To do this it is essential that students,
parents and staff remain vigilant and observe the simple precautions, in addition to the in school protocols.
Please then, for the sake of all of our Christmas breaks, encourage your children, as we do, to follow the
government’s Hands; Face; Space advice.
Furthermore, our best protection is by preventing COVID-19 from coming into our community. For this
reason, please be extra cautious about sending your child into school if they, or anyone in the household,
is showing symptoms of COVID-19. If you are at all uncertain, you must keep your child at home and seek
advice from the NHS or the school.
When to Self Isolate - we recognise that there are different circumstances in different situations but
please remember that our best method of preventing the spread of infection is to make sure those
exposed the the virus remain at home and self isolate. To support please consider the following:
a. Symptoms and Tests - If anyone in your household, including members of your support
bubble, has symptoms or is awaiting test results - your child must self isolate
b. Contact with COVID-19 Positive Individuals - ONLY those who have had contact need to
self isolate - your child should only self isolate if they themselves have been in
contact
c. Alerted by Track and Trace app - Only adults who are identified along with children under
16 if they were exposed at the same time should self isolate.
In all cases contact the school to confirm self isolation timescales. If you are in any doubt, please keep
your child at home until you have discussed the situation with the school
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iPad Unboxing
T Macdonald

Our Ipad Unboxing event took place for Y7
students on Thursday. Everyone was so excited
to receive their new ipads, as you can see from
the selection of pictures! It was truly wonderful to
see. And we are all looking forward to using
these iPads in lessons to level up student
learning!
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Save the Children Christmas
Jumper Day
P Guest

Christmas Jumper Day took place today with lots
of staff and students getting into the festive spirit
to raise money for Save the Children. As usual,
Mr Macdonald outshone the rest of us!!
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Blessing Interview

Virtual Dance Festival

D Cotterill

C Mclaughlin

We have received a huge number of potential
interview questions and interviewees for our
interview with the Voice winner, Blessing
Chitapa. Thank you to all of our students taking
part - the chosen students will be recording their
video interview questions for Blessing before the
end of term - we hope we can organise our
interview with Blessing before we break up for
the holidays!

Kingswinford Academy Year 10 dancers will be
performing in a virtual dance showcase called
‘New Horizons’ hosted by The Black Country
Dance Hub. This will include regional dance
companies, universities, colleges and schools.
The Year 10 GCSE dancers have entered a
piece based on one of the works they study on
their course called ‘Shadows’ by Christopher
Bruce’.

Last Day of Term
T Macdonald
As always at Kingswinford, there are some
celebration activities and a shorter day on the
final day of the Christmas Term. That being said,
we maintain an expectation of student learning
right up to the last day and through the first few
lessons of the morning on that day to maximise
the amount of learning time. Students will depart
earlier on Friday, at the following times:
● Year 7 & 10 - 12.30pm
● Year 8 & 9
- 12.40pm
● Year 11
- 12.50pm
Students eligible for a Free School Meal who
wish a school meal on that last day should inform
their form tutor
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If you would like to watch the performance they
are being live streamed on FaceBook/Youtube
on Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th December at
6.30pm. To find the events on the Facebook
page (first you must like the Black Country Dance
Hub page) https://www.facebook.com/Forest247/
or on Youtube follow this link
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfd4INDq_OEOx
qGXkN9pOnA

Calendar
Week Beginning 14th December
Week 1

Monday 14th

Tuesday 15th
Wednesday 16th

● Elevate Sessions Time Management Year 11
● Yr 11 Parents Evening (Virtual) 3:30pm-6:00pm

Thursday 17th

● Yr 11 Parents Evening (Virtual) 3:30pm-6:00pm

Friday 18th

● Break up - Term Ends Early finish for students

Week Beginning 4th January 2021
Week 2

Monday 4th

● Term starts 4th January Late start for students (from 10.30am)

Tuesday 5th
Wednesday 6th
Thursday 7th
Friday 8th
Advance notice

● Year 8 Parents Evening 14th January
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Key Information
●

●

●

●

●

Attendance : There are now two online forms on our website for parents to use to report an
absence and request a leave of absence.
https://kingswinfordacademy.org
 .uk/school-life/essential-information/attendance/
If you cannot get through to Reception to report an absence due to lines being busy, you can also
text 01384 686047 to report the absence.
Onsite Meetings: Please note that we seek to avoid all unessential onsite meetings. Meetings
cannot take place without a prior appointment and agreement as rooms need to be prepared and
thoroughly cleaned before and afterwards. Where meetings do take place with visitors - all parties
must wear face coverings unless exempt.
Dudley’s Early Help service is about taking action early to provide support for children, young
people and their families who may be facing some challenges. If any of our families feel that this
service could help them or would like to know more please contact Mrs Fletcher.
Cold and Wet Weather - it is important that students come to school with the correct clothing:
○ On PE days students should wear their blazer for wearing in class as well as a suitable
coat to keep warm and dry at break and lunchtime
○ Students should wear a coat to school to keep them warm and dry
○ Hoodies are never permitted on site and will be removed from students.
Parking for School : Can I remind parents to take care when parking near the school site. Thank
you to all of you who park away from the school site, but please ensure that you always avoid
dropping off and picking up from the Yellow zig-zag lines outside school and from in front of
dropped curbs outside our neighbours homes. Please do not be offended when you are asked to
move on by our staff - we need to keep roads as clear as possible to ensure student safety
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Notices from Dudley Local Authority
Download the covid app today

Keep up to date with latest coronavirus advice and
how it affects council services
Find out the latest government guidance

Covid-19 Tier 3 Alert

Play your part, protect Dudley borough
Dudley borough has very high COVID-19 infection rates and has now been placed in the highest tier
(Tier 3). Continue playing your part and follow the restrictions. Together we can reduce infection rates
and ensure our borough moves into a lower tier as swiftly as possible.
No mixing households indoors, in any setting
-Only meet others in some outdoor
public spaces such as parks (6 max)
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-No mixing households in private gardens
-Reduce journeys and avoid travel outside the local area

COVID-19 Emergency Assistance Grant
The grant is for food and essential supplies to support
people who are struggling to afford food and other
essentials due to financial hardship and/or hardship
caused by COVID-19. This scheme is temporary.
The maximum amount you can be awarded is £300 and
you must live in Dudley borough.
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Stay connected with Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council:

Check out our other topics and stay up to date
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Guidance for government rules regarding self isolation

Detailed guidance regarding self isolation periods and households can be found below.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-house
holds-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
Please support us by ensuring that all isolation periods are adhered to and do not allow your child to
attend school if they have any of the following:
●
●
●

A continuous cough
High temperature 38c or above
Loss of taste or smell
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